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Introduction 
 
While restoring my 7-Litre, I was faced with yet another question – buy new seatbelts or restore the old 
ones?  Buying new is easier, but there are downsides to weigh.  I will run through them.   
 
Retrobelt (www.retrobelt.com) is an example of a company that offers both aviation-style and push-button 
seat belts similar to those found in 1966 Galaxie 7-Litres.  However, for those pursuing originality, neither 
are correct for our cars.  In 1966, Ford used two types of buckles in all its full-size cars; push button type with 
a round star medallion, or a painted metal crinkle-finish with an aviation-style latch.    
 
The 1966 Ford seat belts offered by Retrobelt either have a square push buttons with square medallions, or 
chrome latch-type buckles.  If keeping the car “correct” isn’t important to you, then these belts offer good 
quality at a reasonable price.  There may be other similar companies and offerings out there.   
 
                                                                 Retrobelt Aviation-style Latch Buckle                                     

    
 
 

                                                 Retrobelt Push Button Buckle with Starburst Medallion 

 
 

http://www.retrobelt.com/


Scott Drake (Drake Automotive Group) has been manufacturing period-correct Ford parts since the 1980s.  
The quality and fit of parts vary.  Nonetheless, Drake does manufacture the round, push button-type seat 
belts with the round starburst medallions, as often found in 1966 Galaxie 7-Litres.   
 
As of this writing, a set of front seat belts are available from Summit for $62, as show below.   
 
                                                  Scott Drake Push Button belt with Starburst Medallion 

 
 
 
However, there are two key things to note about these reproduction seat belts.  First, the pattern and style 
of the nylon webbing is different.  Secondly, if you haven’t already noticed, there are cloth tags sewn into 
the webbing on your seatbelts.  If you look closely, you will see they are date coded.  The belts from Scott 
Drake do not have these tags nor date codes.  Hence, keeping your original seatbelts will ensure the car is 
correct and all the date codes match.  
 
                                                       Date-Coded Cloth Tags Sewn into Ford Seat Belts 

 
 
 
 



Identifying Parts 
 
Below are the two Assembly Diagrams shown in the 1975 edition of the Ford Master Parts Catalog (MPC).  
There is no diagram specific to the bucket seats offered in 1966 Galaxie 7-Litres.  Instead, the parts book 
shows diagrams for 1965 full-size bucket seats and 1966-67 split bench seats.  I have provided both.   
 

1965 Full-size Bucket Seats 

 
 
 
These diagrams are always an excellent reference as they provide all part numbers for the entire assembly, 
down to every nut and bolt.  They also give helpful information for proper assembly which is especially 
handy during a full restoration.   
 
When looking up part numbers, it is important to know that all full-size models are referred to as “A” family 
cars.  Furthermore, note that 1966 hardtop fastback 7-Litres are body type “63D” and 1966 convertible 7-
Litres are “76D”. 
 
In some applications, such as seat belts, the part number will be shared across all body types in the “A” 
family.  That means part number is the same whether the car is a 7-Litre convertible, Custom 500 4-door 
hardtop, Galaxie XL fastback, etc.  If that’s not the case, the MPC will specify the part number by body type.  
 
 



 
1966-67 Ford Split Bench Seats 

 
 
 
Below are excerpts from the MPC which provides part numbers for the front and rear seat belts (and 
starburst medallions) on all 1966 full-size models, including Galaxie 7-Litre hardtops and convertibles.  
 

Front Seat Belt Part Numbers 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Rear Seat Belt Part Numbers 

 
 
 

Medallion Type  

 
 
 

Types of Buckles 
 

Ford used both the push-button and aviation-type latch buckles on the seat belts offered in 1966 Galaxie 7-
Litres.  I have documented 7-Litres with both types, including low-mileage all-original cars.  It is unclear why 
Ford used different types.    
 
                                         Push Button Buckle                                            Latch-Type Buckle  

     
 



My 7-Litre came equipped with push-button type belts (with retractors).  Hence, for this write-up, I will 
detail how those belts are restored.  However, the entire process can also be applied to the latch-type belts.  
As a matter of fact, it’s easier given you don’t have to worry about taping off the medallion area and sides of 
the buckle.  
 
 
 

Restoration  
 

A close inspection of your seat belts and buckles will help you know the extent of restoration required.  My 
seatbelts had spots and stains from oil, dirt and whatever else after near 50 years of use.  Imagine that?  The 
starburst medallions on the buckles were also worn.  Otherwise the chrome casings on the buckles were all 
very nice, the webbings were not torn or damaged, and the tags were intact.   
 

In order to restore your seat belts, here’s a list of what you’ll need:   
 

- Cleaning solution (Oxyclean, Woolite, C-28 Seatbelt Cleaner or spot remover) 
- Large bucket 
- Hot water 
- Scotch Pad 
- Exacto Knife or sharp blade 
- Butter knife or similar dull blade instrument 
- Acetone 
- Can of compressed air 
- Wenol Metal Polish Shiner or similar chrome cleaner 
- Paint masking tape 
- Primer paint 
- Semi-gloss Accumatch Interior paint to match your car’s interior 
- 3M replacement starbursts 

 
 
1. Cleaning the Nylon Webbing 
 
The first step is to clean the nylon webbing on the seat belts.  I’ve read some people put their seat belts in 
the dishwasher with great results.  I didn’t want to take that chance.  Instead, I used a Oxyclean and super-
hot water.  You can also use Woolite, C-28 Seatbelt Cleaner or spot remover.  Just check to be sure it will not 
bleach the webbing material.   
 
I have an electric hot water kettle that can heat water to super-piping hot.  I added a few gallons worth of 
this hot water into a tall “Home Depot” type bucket (use whatever you’re comfortable with).  From there, I 
added Oxyclean following the directions on the container.  Next, I laid the seat belts on a board and used a 
medium-strength bristle brush that I dunked into the solution before scrubbing the webbing.  I didn’t apply 
hard pressure so as not to be too abrasive.   
 
After scrubbing the stains & spots on each belt, I put the seatbelts into the solution and soaked overnight.    
 
The next day, I rinsed out the belts with tap water and air dried.  Afterwards, I inspected them to see if all 
the stains/spots were gone.  Not so.  I ended up repeated the process 2-3 more times.  Afterwards, the 
webbing was completely clean and the tags were nice and white (well, a lot closer anyways).   



 
 
Now I can take the next step of refinishing the buckle.  Below is a picture of my two front seat belts, with the 
nylon webbing completely cleaned.   Note the scrapes and paint blemishes on the buckles.  
 

Cleaned Nylon Webbing 

 
 

 
Date-Coded Tags, After Being Cleaned 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
2. Prep for paint 
 
Next is to prep the surfaces on the buckle for repainting.  First, start by cleaning all the chrome surfaces in 
and around the buckle.  I used Wenol Metal Polish Shiner which was recommended to me by the owner of 
my local chrome plating shop.  It is not abrasive yet very effective at cleaning and shining.   
 
Then scuff the painted surface with a green scotch pad.  You don’t need to apply hard pressure, just enough 
to scuff.  After scuffing, wipe down.  Then begin the taping process.  This takes a bit of patience because 
there are a lot of nooks and crannies here.  I used 3M painting tape which worked quite well.  Idea is to 
cover all the chrome and non-painted surfaces.   
 
Referring to the picture, slide the tape between the painted buckle and the chrome base, then manipulate 
into place.  This will give you a perfect seam.   
 

Slide Tape Into Seam 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Press the tape into place around the edges and seams so you can cut away the extra with greater ease, as 
pictured below.  After it’s pressed on and form fitting around the edges, use an Exacto knife or sharp blade 
to cut away the extra tape. 

 
Press the Tape Into the Seams, then Cut 

 
 
 

End Result:  All Chrome is Covered 

 
 



On the mating end of the buckle, pay extra attention to where the painted surfaces are to be exposed and 
where they meet the edges of the chrome.  Just a little bit of extra care here goes a long ways towards 
yielding professional-looking results.   
 

Mating End of Buckle, with All Chrome Covered 

 
 
 
Slide a piece of tape inside the buckle, making sure to leave space for paint to reach the surface area to be 
painted on the edge of the buckle and just inside.   
 

 Covering Inside of Buckle at Mating End 

 
 



Next is to cover the push button.  If you will be replacing your starburst medallions, remove them using an 
Exacto knife as desired.  Then, form a piece of tape larger than the push button.  Next, depress the 
pushbutton so you can slide the piece of tape onto the surface.  Use a dull-edge instrument, such as a butter 
knife, to push the tape across the entire surface of the button while you are depressing the button at the 
same time.  Objective is to ensure the entire push button surface is masked with tape.  Repeat the process 
for all four belt buckles.   
 

Slipping Tape Under the Push Button 

 
 
 

Use a Dull-Edge Instrument to Help Maneuver the Tape into Place 

 



 
After taping is completed, thoroughly wipe down the entire painted surface areas with Acetone.  Wear 
rubber gloves so you don’t leave any fingerprints or oil from your hands.  Once the buckles are thoroughly 
cleaned with Acetone, place all four seatbelts onto a sturdy piece of cardboard and tape down with painters 
tape.  Allow enough space between each seat belt to ensure uniform painting.   

 
Place Seat Belts onto a Sturdy Piece of Cardboard 

 
 
 

Secure the Seat Belts to Cardboard Using Painters Tape, then Finish Covering Belts  

 
 



3. Primer  
 

Before applying primer, wipe down with buckles with acetone again just to be sure the surfaces are 100% 
clean of contaminants.   Then use the can of compressed air to blow away any potential dust particles.  Next, 
if you have a large cardboard box, use it to create a makeshift spray booth to avoid overspray and dust.  
Then place the seatbelts as affixed to the piece of cardboard into the box.  If painting indoors, ensure you 
have proper ventilation.   
 

Seat Belts, as Placed in a “Makeshift” Spray Booth 

 
 
 
Next, spray a light primer coat.  I used SEM 39683 primer.  Always better to do several light coats rather than 
1-2 heavy coats.  Anyways, why rush?  Better to take your time and do it right.   
 

Applying Light Primer Coats 

 



Follow the first light coat with 2 more light coats, one by one with proper drying time in between.  Follow 
the directions as listed on the can of primer paint you’re using.    
 

Buckles After Three Coats of Primer 

 
 
 
 
4. Painting 
 
Inspect your primed buckles to see if there are any dust particles or imperfections that need to be sanded 
out.  If so, use a light grit sand paper like 800 or 1000 and don’t apply too much pressure.  That will ensure 
you don’t sand down into the natural grain of the buckle’s surface.  Re-prime as needed.   
 
Next is paint.  I used Seymour 16-838 Hi-Tech semi-gloss black lacquer which is good quality and 
durable.  But you want to be sure you’re color-matching your buckles to the interior of your car.  Scott Drake 
makes AccuMatch paints which match very well to Ford interior colors, but buy what you think is best.    
 
When it’s time to paint, first, with the buckles in your “makeshift” spray booth (or what have you), give the 
buckles another blast of compressed air to be sure there are no dust particles or debris.  Then, apply the first 
coat of paint holding the can about 10-12 inches from the buckles.   
 
Use left-to-right motions, spraying a burst of paint with each complete stroke.  Spray from left to right (or 
vice versa) using one-by-one strokes.  Don’t rush.  Just as with primer, don’t lay on thick coats either.  Apply 
three coats, allowing for proper drying time between each as instructed on the can.  
 
 
 
 
 



$ 
Buckles After Three Coats of Semi-Gloss Paint 

 
 
 
The finished product comes out very nice.  Plus it should be durable because you took the time to prepare 
the surface and use good quality materials.   
 

Buckle, After Painting 

 
 



 
Upon inspection, you can see the results of the time you took on the taping.  Look at how original the paint 
looks and how close it laid to the seams.  This is the benefit of paying attention to the details.     
 

Detail, After Painting 

 
 
 
 
5. Adding Starburst Medallions 
 
If you’re starburst medallions are in good shape, or you have the latch-type seat belt buckles, then your 
restoration is now finished.  Congratulations.   
 
Otherwise, the final step is to add new starburst medallions onto the push buttons.  Scott Drake offers near 
reproductions of these medallions (part number C8AZ-65611C02-A).  They are stick-on types actually made 
by 3M which generally has good quality products, especially when it comes to tapes, vinyls and similar 
products.  Here is a link to the medallion as listed on Drake’s website:   
 
http://www.drakeautomotivegroup.com/Store/Product/C8AZ-65611C02-A.aspx?wid=141  
 
You can also find these starburst medallions from various sources on the internet including Summit.  Just 
search using the part number mentioned above.  They are not cheap at $6 ea., but perhaps with some 
shopping you can find a good deal.   
 
For your reference, below is a picture of the starburst medallions.   
 
 
 

http://www.drakeautomotivegroup.com/Store/Product/C8AZ-65611C02-A.aspx?wid=141


3M Starburst Medallions 

 
 
 
To add the starburst medallions to the buckles, remove the paper backing while being careful not to touch 
the sticky side which will reduce adhesion.  Then (use tweezers if you like) carefully place the starburst onto 
the button, but don’t press down yet.  Take a good look at the position and make sure the starburst is 
centered on the push button.  Use an Exacto knife to move into proper placement as needed.  Once it’s 
properly positioned, press down and hold 30 seconds to seal.  Repeat for each buckle.   
 
It’s a little hard to see, but here’s the finished product.  The results look very professional and honestly they 
look brand new.   A little time, effort and patience went a long ways.   
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
6. Plastic Restoration 
 
For retracting seat belts, the front bucket seats have plastic covers over the male-side belts.  Likewise, the 
female-side belts have plastic covers over their anchors.  These can all be cleaned and restored.   
 
Given that my interior is black, I use Solution Finish Black Trim Restorer.  Mothers 06112 Back-to-Black 
Plastic and Trim Restorer will also work.  I apply to sponge and wipe.  It’s highly concentrated, so a little bit 
covers a lot of surface.  After applying, I let it sit overnight, then wipe over it with a clean cloth afterwards.   
 

 



 
You can use a good plastic cleaner and see what the results are.  If not satisfied, you can buy AccuMatch or 
other interior plastic paint for 1966 Ford vehicles.  Be sure to clean the pieces with warm soap and water 
and medium bristle brush, then after drying, wipe completely with acetone using rubber gloves.  Repeat as 
needed until entire surface is completely clean.  Then spray with compressed air before painting.   
 
Here are my two front female retractor covers, cleaned and renewed with Solution Finish Black Trim 
Restorer.   
 

 
 
 
 
7. Hardware 
 
The final step is hardware.  While there are 8 seat belt bolts, four each in the front and back, note the bolts 
for the front retractor are 1 1/4 inch in length whereas the rest are 1 1/2 inch.  Also, you can decide whether 
you need replacement bolts for under the rear seat.  Some may be concerned with re-threading the bolts 
into the holes, and/or whether to have shiny new bolts under the seat, even though they are out of view.  I 
ended up buying the two shorter bolts and a set of 4 longer ones, then re-used the best of my used ones for 
the remaining two.   
 
The long bolts are Ford part number 380528-S, which are 7/16 inch 20 X 1-1/2 inch chrome shoulder bolts 
(shoulder measures 1/2 inch).  I bought the set of four below a while back from Auto Krafters.  They came 
with four 7/16 inch chrome flat washers (1/8 inch thick) and eight 7/16 inch rubber spacers.  AMK Products 
carries these 380528-S chrome bolts using part number B-10194. 
 
The shorter bolts are Ford part number 380527-S, which are 7/16 inch 20 x 1-1/4 inch chrome shoulder 
bolts.  AMK Products also carries these (part number), however they have a yellow zinc chromate finish.  I 
could only find one source for chrome which is Dan’s Classic Auto Parts.  The part number is MFSB251.  The 
ship with the 7/16 inch chrome flat washers and 7/16 inch rubber spacers.  



 
Seat Belt Anchor Bolts from Dan’s Classic Auto Parts 

 
 
 
 
8. Enjoy 
 
Once you are finished, nothing like a nice interior you can enjoy!  Even better, your seat belts will be date 
coded and 100% correct! 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Good luck with your 7-Litre!   
 
 


